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3. 
I. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum 
weekly and hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia 
and each State, together with index numbers with base s year 1954 = 100. 


Ze The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for 4 particular 
occupation, and for most ocoupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 11) 
and "secondary" wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for 
skill, eto., and loadings of various kinds. In the majority of cases such 
rates are presoribed in awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State 
industrial authorities or in agreements registered with them. 


36 The Minimum Wage Hate Index is based on the occupation structure 
existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived 
from two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards 
in April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual 
awards, determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each 
industry as well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in 
November, 1954. This second survey showed the number of employees in each 
ocoupation within selected awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby 


providing occupation weights. 


4o The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within each industry. They have been derived entirely from repre- 
sentative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each 
period commencing with 31st March, 1939, for adult males and 31st March, 1951, 
for adult females. The index for adult males includes rates for 3,4¢4 award 
designations. However, as some of these designations are operative within 
more than one industry, or in more than one State, the total number of 
individual award occupations is 2,'22. For adult females the corresponding 
numbers are 1,j03 and 5°. By use vf the industry and occupation weights 
derived from the surveys described above, these rates were combined to give 
weighted averages for each industrial group for each State and Australia. 
Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not inoluded in the 


index. 


5. Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for represent— 
ative occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as 
representative in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years. In such 
cases another occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from 
the same award and variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken 
to be representative for the earlier period. 


Te Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly 
in some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is 
likely to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or 
expanding industries on the index is not significant, because occupations in 
such industries can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates 
for the new occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. 
Occasionally, however, an entirely new award is made to cover @ new industry, 
and in such cases occupations from the new award are introduced into the index 
whenever such action is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. 
By these means it has been possible for the occupations in the index to be 
kept, as nearly as may be, continuously representative and for a high degree 
of comparability to be preserved over a long period. 
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4. 


oe Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly 
wage rate, i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for 
adult male employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those 
covered by State awards, etc. Relevant definitions are as follows: - 


“Commonwealth awards, eto." include awards of, or agreements 
registerd with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration 
Commission, and determinations of the Commonwealth Public Service 
Arbitrator. | 


"State awards, ete." include awards or determinations of, or ., 
agreements registered with, State industrial tribunals, together 
with certain unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in 
the particular industries to which they refer. ee 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates 
prescribed in awards, etc., for the occupations included in the 
4index for each State. For industries other than mining, metro— 
politan basis wage rates have generally been used. However, 

there are a number of occupations for which basic wage rates other 
than the metropolitan rate are prescribed. Also in some States at 
various times, State Government employees under Commonwealth awards 
have been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic wage rates. of 
some employees have been subject to automatic quarterly adjustments 
while those of other employees within the sane jurisdiction have 
remained unchanged. In all such cases the basic wage rate actually 
paid is used in tables herein. For these and other reasons, the 
weighted average basic wage rates shown in the tables in this 
section differ, in the majority of cases, from the metropolitan 
basic wage rates shown in Section Il. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, 
awarded to particular classifications of employees for features 
attaching to their work, such as skill, experience, arduousness 
or other like factors. . 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings. 
prescribed in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the . 
index. . 


9. The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State -— 
awards, etc., varies considerably as between States. In addition, the propor- 
tions of employees engaged in the respective industries differ from State to 
State. As a result there are relatively wide differences between the weighted 
average amounts of margins and loadings in the several. States. . ee 


10. The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be 
regarded as actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, 
indicative of trends. Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index - 
numbers measure the relative level of minimum wages 88 between States. 


litte Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males ehould not be compared 
with average weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, - 
because the latter include not only the earnings of adult wage~earners but 
also those of all salaried employees, junior wage-earners and part-time and 
casual employees. 


126 Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at 
the end of each quarter from 31st March, 1939 to 31st December, 1956 and as 
at the end of each month from 31st January, 1957. Particulars for adult 
females are compiled quarterly and are available from 31st March, 1951. . 
For“détails of wage rates and :adex numbers from 1939 referéncé “should’.be™. 


“wmade..to.the following Statistical Bulletinsie= 


S.B. 123 — Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. Ae 

S.B. 124 — Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1962 
‘containing final figures for the period January to. 
December, 1960) | 7 . | ; 

S.B. 354 ~ Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1961 to June, 1963. 


NOTE:— Figures for April, \964 and subsequent months are subject to revision 
because some cnanges in margins, not yet determined, may be retrospectiv 
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TABLE 1. — MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES | 
A 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, 31st October, 1963(a) (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 





Industrial Group | 


LL AAT RAT CO Aas 





RATES OF WAGE 





B. d. 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 433 9 
_ Manufacturing - 
_ Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, | 
etc. 10 O 3 6 369 3 
Textiles, Clothing and | | 
Footwear 0 8 9 il Boy a! 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 7 9 2 ( Sly Hs: 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 6 4 3 6 363 8 
Paper, Printing, eto. 2 9 1 1 3 | 398- 5 
Other Manufacturing 3 1 8 0 5 | 366 6 
All Manufacturing Groups 5 8 14 6 01369 5 
Building and Construction 1 O O 6 9 |379 0 
Railway Services. 10 4 5 0 4|367 3 
Road and Air Transport 9 1 2 4 AS Oneen 
Shipping and Stevedoring 1 T 11 6 471 360.16 
Communication 10 9 10 4 34411 3 
| Wholesale and Retail Trade 8 4 5 2 91375 7 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
| Community and Business Services 4 10 4|366 8 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | 
Service, etc. 4 Be ioy.ty ac 
All Industrial Groups (oc) 3 2) 374 7 
INDEX NUMBERS coo ee 
(Base t Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
Mining and Quarrying (bd) 153.6 
| Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. 130.7 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 127 «1 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 13165 
Sawmilling, Furniture, ete. 128.8 
Paper, Printing, etc. 141.1 
Other Manufacturing 129.8 
All Manufacturing Groups 130.8 
- Building and Construction 134.2 
Railway Services 130.0 
Road and Air Transport iSite 
_ Shipping and Stevedoring 1305 
Communication 145.6 
' Wholesale and Retail Trade 135.0 
Public Authority (n,e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 129.8 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 12564 
All Industrial Groups (c) 132.6 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, eto. 
(c) Excludes rural. (d See NOTE at foot of page 4. 
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TABLE 2. — MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES 3 ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) (») 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etG-, and index numbers of wage rates. 









December - 
1939 
1945 
1950 
1955 


1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
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1962 — October 
November 
December 


1963 — January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
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5) 
af 
7 
8 
4 
5 
2 
0 
0 
3 
0 
2 
8 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


December - 
1939 
1945 
1950 
1955 


1958 
19959 
1960 
1961 
1962 


1962 — October 
November 
December 


1963 — January 
February 
March 
April: 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 


(a) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) See NOTE at foot 
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TABLE 3. — MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE, 3ist October, 1964 c) 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 


Commonwealth Awards, etc. State Awards, eto. All Awards, etc. 
State | Basic if | Basic | | 
i Load-|Total exci Load-|Total | Basic Wer Load-|Total 











8 Bede 
N.S.W. it 4}381. 8 
Vio. 7 91371 3 
Qld. 5 31369 4 
| 8.8. 8 61363 4 
W.A, 4 374 4 
} Tas. 9 Osler e 
6 51374 7 


i) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see pages 3 and 4. 
b) The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 
metropolitan rates shown in Section II. See explanation on page 4. (c) See NOTE at foot 


of page 4. 
TABLE 4. — MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE (c 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 








Commonwealth Awards, eto. State Awards, etc. All Awards, eto. 


At end — 
of — niga ee Loat-|Total | Basic },,_.. gin Load-|Total | Basic |, gin Ioad-| Total 
ne aAréi"! ing | Wage Wage ing | Wage | Wage | — ing | Wage 
Bod. 


Sede 


ee. ee. dee ee 













December — 
1939 > 3 3 5| 98 4 
1945 3 4 1 2 813 3/120 7 
1950 2 8 8 5 614 71/202 0 
1955 0 8 8 5 713 71/297 90 
1958 0 7 5 4 10/3 51/322 11 
1959 2169 2 8 4 5} 3 10/344 8 
f 1960 2 1 2 5 3/4 2/355 0 
1961 9 8 5 5 014 5/365 9 
1962 male 2 1 5 315 0/366 6 
1962 — 
Oct. 6 8 5 O| 4 111366 *0 
Nov. 7 O 5 215 01366 5 
Dec. 7 4 5 375 01366 6 
1963 — 
Jan 4 1 1 GanO 3 315 1/366. 7 
Feb. 4 1 5 5 11 6 415 1136611 
March 4 1 5 Greet 6 515 11367 .0 
April 4 2 7 6 1 T 10} 5 1}369 ..6 
May Awe 5 6 1 O 515 1/371 6 
June 42 5 6 1 O 315 11372 4 
ne 4 2 7 6 4 16 215 21373 5 
Aug. 4 @ O 6 9 4 Ai 413140 
Sept 4 2 0 6 9 615 51374 3 
Oct. 4 2 O 6 9 1015 51374° 7 


} 
\ 


NOTE. - For footnotes see Table 
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TABLE 5, — MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES + ADULT MALES 
INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, 37ST OCTOBER, 1963 (a) (a 
Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 
























Industrial Group 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 131.70 


Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and 












410.78 


109.58 1112.95 














































































Footwear 108.90 104.03 | 108.77 ONE A 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 111034 106.25 1112.37 Alec 4s 
Sawmilling, Furniture, eto. Valeo 108.08 | 109.35 109.10 

iaces ibsce yistoct 119.68 


Paper, Printing, eto. 
Other Manufacturing 
All Manufacturing Groups 
Building and Construction 
Railway Services 
Road and Air Transport 
Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Anugement, Hoteles, Personal 
Service, otc. 
All Industrial Groups (c) 


108.95 
"442.11 
1412635 
106.80 
112.30 
422.80 
112.55 


108.14 
108.93 
110.40 
106.33 
10 Se 05 
123.92 
1005 15 


111.98 
aati fab 
117.02 
14a cO> 
asyeuhs: 
‘a te) 



























































107.76 





ios 107.01 







106.48 
112.68 







1OSs%3 


109.15 
109.06 


114.74 





























INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base s Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, eto. 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 
Paper, Printing, eto. 
Other Manufacturing 
All Manufacturing Groups 
Buiiding and Construction 
Railway Services 
Road and Air Transport 
Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, eta. 
All Industrial Groups (c) 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (bo) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, et 
(co) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not included in the | 
Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation © 


hourly wage rates are not available. (d) See NOTE at foot of page 4. 
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TABLE 6. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (aX) 
en 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates paysble and index numbers of hourly rates. 


Av end of - | | N 


RATES 






















OF WAGE (Pence) 










December — 

























25.14) 26.91 































































































1939 27.48 27.15 
1945 33.64 32.83 | 31.71] 33.05 
1950 61.96 60.35 | 59.42] 60.70 
1955 91.89 90.50 | 88.45 | 89.36 
1958 99-60 ITT | 97625 | 97.05 
1959 105.28 102.56 | 104.38 | 103.55 
1960 109.09 107.87 | 105.70 | 106.71 | 
1961 112.29 109.53 | 109.03 | 109.97 
1962 112.34 110.13 | 109.66 | 110.16 
1962 - October 112.06 109.73 | 109.33 | 109.98 
November 112.52 109.7155] 109563 1 110. 14 
December eo4 110613 | 109.66 | 110.16. 
1963 -— January Hie Bie 110.13 | 109-73 | 110.19 | 
February eR ye 110.13 | 109.76 | 110.26 4 
March ae a 110.13 | 109.76 | 110.29 
April 113.42 110.58 | 110.46 | 111.04 ik 
May 114.24 110.78 | 110.88 | 111.66 | 
June dideed 1S It dteOt 1414411609 al 
July 114.32 177.91 | 111.68 | 112.24 | if 
August 11454 112.44 | 111.78 | 112.41 
Septemher 114.59 112.51 | 111.87 | 112.46 ai 
October 114.74 112.68 | 111.86 | 112.54 | 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) iE 


' December — 
1939 
1945 
1950 
1955 


1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 r, 
1962 My 
1962 — October 
November 
December 


1963 - January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 





a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Exeludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The former 
6 net included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars 
er the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. (b) See NOTE at foot of 


age 4. 
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NOTE. ~ Wage rates for adult females are compiled only at the end of each quarter. 
Tables showing weekly and hourly wage rates in the principal industry groups were pub- 
lished in the bulletin for September, ‘363, but have not been repeated in this issua..« 


TABLE 7. — MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a)(b) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


[N.s.w.| Vic. | gia, | S.A. | wa. | fas. | aust. 


RATES OF WAGE 















AtQ- end of = 





















Ss. d. 8. Ge 
1951 - ‘| December 162 6 170 4:4 
1958 ed 214 «1 225 8 
1959 " 224 1 242 2 
1960 . 251 2 251 § 
1961 . 256 7 261 2 
1962 - Septemtar 256 7 261 1 
Deesmher 4 261 6 
1963 = Marsh 4 261 11 
J i.e 9 264 3 
September 4 265 7 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
1951 - | December 85.6 © 
1958 . 108.1 113.4 
1959 : 115.4 121.6 
1960 e 120.2 126.4. 
1961 : 128.3 1tee 
1962 - September g 3 128.53 i1260/ 13161 
December 7 12604 114 
1963 «. March 4 12850 | 1316 
Jung ve 4 1298 13261 
September ou 43009 133.4 | 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural} mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. (p)} Ses NOTH at foot of page 4o ; 


TABLE 8. — MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES s ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) (b) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


[ wea. | Tas. | 










At end of - 







































» 

Vir. as ’ Ls 7 

Ya PS a mente ib sone J 
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1951 - © December 51.51 
1958 ~ 68.26 
1959 " 13.26 
1960 ‘ 76.13 
. 1961 : 79.00 
1962 - September 78.98 
Decembex 7910 
1963 — March - 19023 
June 719093 
September 80.34 
INDEX NUMBERS 

(Base s Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) » 
1951 - ~ ° December 85.3 61.4 83.4 85.6 
1958 7 7 TOT Sot eala tlsee 
1959 n 112.2 | 118.0 | 121.7 
1960 » . 125.8 | 120.3 | 126.4 
1961 : " 128.5 | 125.1 | 131-2 
1962 — September 128.5 | 12501 | 13402 
December 13 eon lle petal nl ouies 
1963 ~ March 134.3 | 125.1 | 131.6 
June DAe7 se Wr 13eed | teber | 13260 
September 12707 | 13209 | 12606. | 13344 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 43 excludes rural; mining and quarrying; -.and building and | 
construction. (b) See NOTE at foot cf page 4. 
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II. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basico wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial author- 
ities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added any margina 
for skill, loadings, etc. It ia determined without regard to any circumstance pertaining 
to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


1, Commonwealth Basic Wages 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for the purpose 
of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond the limits of any State, 
make an order or award altering the basic wage or the principles upon which it is com- 

puted. In practice, the Commission holds general basic wage inquiries from time to time 
and its findings apply to industrial awards within its jurisdiction. After the 1961 
Basic Wage Inquiry the Commission decided that Commonwealth basic wages should in future 
_, be adjusted annually in accordance with movements in the Consumer Price Index for the — 
, 61x capital cities (weighted average), unless the Commission was persuaded to the con-. 
trary by those opposing the change, and that a review of the economy generally and in. 
particular of productivity increases would take place every three or four years. 


— 


@. State Basic Wages 


In New South Wales the basic wage is automatically adjusted each quarter in 
‘ocordance with variations in the Consumer Price Index. State basic wages are not declared 
in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to be paid in 
Various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonwealth rates. In Queens- 
land the industrial authority may declare a basic wage only after a full inquiry. In 
South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The in- 
dustrial authority in Western Australia determines the basic wage each quarter after 
‘ Considering retail price index numbers. 


a. 
=. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour Report, in: 
Which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with at some length. For 
tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates for a long period of years see’ 

the Appendix to Labour Report No. 49, 196%. 


: TABLE > COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES s WEEKLY RATES (a) 


a 












. ADULT MALES 
, S. a. 8. do SG 
» 1950 ~ December 165 Oo @) 0 9) ) O}| 162 0O 
1951 - November 207 O 0 O 0 0 0] 200 O 
11952 - November 237 O 0 0 O 9) O} 231 O 
, 1953 - August 243 0 0 6) 0 0 O| 236 0 
' 1956 - June 253 0 0 0 0 0 0| 246 0 
1957 - 15th May 263 O 0 O 0 0 0 256 O 
1958 - 21st May 268 O 0 0 0 0 0] 261 0O 
, 1959 - 11th June 283 0 0 O O 0 0} 276 O 
O 0 0 0 0 @) 288 0 


191 - Tth July 295 









ADULT FEMALES 














d. de s. d. d. d. di. Bs. de 

. 1950 ~- December 6 121 6 6 6 0 oO! 121 6 

1951 ~ November 0 149 O 6 0 6 0; 150 0 
1952 - November 6 171 O @) 6 0 6/.173 0 
1953 - August 0 176 O 6 0 0 6| 177 0 ul 
1956 - June 6 183 6 0 6 6 0; 184 6 ; 
1957 ~ 15th May O 191 0 6 @) 0 6/192 0 « 
1958 = 21s¢ May 0 195 Oo 0 0 6 0}; 195 6 h 
1959 - 11th June 0 206 O 6 0) 0 61 207 0 
1961 - 7th July 0] 215 oO 6 0 ) 6/ 216.0 f{ 








(a) See explanatory notes above. Rates are operative from the beginning of the first 
bay-period commencing in the month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. | 
Automatic quarterly adjustment in accordance with variations in retail price index HH 


huubers was discontinued on 12th September, 1953. 








December ~ 1950 


1962 ~ 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1959 
1956 
195T 
1958 
Eee 
1960 


— Septemper 


December 
March 

mt une 

Sep vemoer 
Decemrer 


a cee Marcon 


June 
september 
December 





December — 1950 


1963 


(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. 
Automatic adjustments were discon 
the State industrial tribunal determined the basic wage eac 
Rates now declared only after a full inquiry. 
(f) During July and August, 1961, >. 
j Opera~ 


tive. 
1961. 


ering retail price index numbers. 
(e) Payable from first pay period in August, 1963. 
Wages Boards adopted Commonwealth rates. 
tive sinee i0th July, 1961. 
adopted Commonwealth rates from July, 196%. 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 


| « September 


December 


. Marce 


oe une 
September 
December 


March 
June 
september 
December 
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TABLE i). — STATE BASIC WAGES (a) : WEEKLY RATES 


Brisbane Adelaide 


Siney. ieipedene 
“o) (c) 



















ADULT MALES 

Bo de Bo do Bo Go 

165 O 162 0 154 0 158 0 
207 0 199 0 185 0 195 0 
237 O 225 0 216 O 229 O 
243 0 237 0 222 O| £231 O 
243 0 234 0 225 0 231 0 
253 0 246 0 229 6 231 0 
274 «=O 263 0 241 0 241 O 
210 O 263 0 241 0 251 0 
273 «0 263 0 256 0 256 0 
279 0 275 00 267 0 271 «OO 
294 0 275 0 216 O 271 0 
Feu | ee ee 284 0 283 0 
BOT. © 267 9 284 0 263 0 
200 0 287 0 284 0 283 0 
206 «0 287 49 261 0 20300 
Door 287 0 2384 0 283 0 
300 C 2387 0 284 0 283 0 
304. 0 284 0 283 0 
302 0 286 0 Aeyoy 9 0 
303 0 286 O 283 0 
(e)303. 0 (2)286 0 | (n)283 0 


Qs 
° 

n 

S . 
a | 
Ad le 
oF 
2 








6 6 102 6 6 
0 0 123 0 0 
6 0 144 6 6 
0 6 149 O 0 
0 6 151 ©O 0 
6 6 154 0 0 
6 0 162 6 6 
6 0 162 6 0 
6 O 173 6 6) 
0 0 182 0 0 

6 0 191 0 0 | 
226 56 2G 20 O 
| 226 0 245 0 213 0 O 
22% O a eee 213 0 0 
225 0 2A) EVE te O 
224 6 ets 0 Cte O 
225, 10 Casa 213 0 0 
226 O 215 0 2435, 0 ©) 
226 6 215 O 214 6 0 
PLE aS 215 0 214 6 O 

(e 227 6 (£)215 O | be)214 6 | 


(4) Payable from 29th July, 1963. 


(g) Payable from 6th May, 1963. 
(3) Most Wages Boards 


& 
° 





pe | 
° 
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(h 


So ad. 


169 
199 
230 
242 
242 
242 
272 
272 
272 
282 
282 


294 
294 


294 
294 
294 
294 


294 
294 
294 


| (5) 294 


211 


220 
220 


220 
220 
220 
220 


220 
220 
220 


(3220 


oooo eoo;e eo 8G cooocoococeco°o 


: RAXAD AANK AHA AAGESOARAASO S si 


(v) Automatic seaeterly aac neenonta opera- 
tinued on 17th October, 1956. (ad) To March, 


h quarter after consid- 
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III. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
EE ATW IE NG 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of 
employment and of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other 
direct collections and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members 
of the defence forces is not included. 


The series of average weekly earnings per employed male unit, 
Shown in Tables 11 and 12 below, has been revised to incorporate the new series 
of employment estimates (published in the bulletin "Employment and Unemployment", 
October, 1963). Opportunity was also taken to make other adjustments based on 
analyses of population census data. 


In Table 11, revised figures are shown for each State and 
Australia from September quarter, 1954, Revised figures for Australia for each 
quarter from September quarter, 1947 to June quarter, 1954 are shown in Table 
ee 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for 
males and females Separately from the sources mentioned in the first paragraph; 
average weekly earnings have therefore been calculated in terms of male units. 
Male units represent total male employment plus a proportion of female employ- 
ment based on the approximate ratio of female to male earnings. As it was not 
possible to estimate the ratio of male to female earnings in the several States 
the same ratio has been used in each State. Because the actual ratio may vary 
between States precise comparisons between average earnings in different States 
cannot be made on the basis of the figures in Table 11. 


For a number of reasons the average weekly earnings per 
employed male unit, shown in the tables below, cannot be compared with the 
minimum weekly wage rates Shown in Tables 1 .- AG The figures in Tables 1 - 4 
are weighted average minimum (award)rates payable to adult male wage earners 
in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each month or year. 
Those in Tables 11 and 12 represent actual average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult Or junior, full-time or 
part-time, casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


The series Showing seasonally adjusted quarterly indexes of 
average earnings, previously published in this Section, have been omitted from 
this issue, pending revision. 


The series Average Weekly Total Wages and Salaries Paid, 
previously contained in this section, has been discontinued. The publications 
"Australian National Accounts, National Income and Expenditure" and "Quarterly 
Estimates of National Income and Expenditure" contain particulars of more 
comprehensive series of total wages, salaries and supplements. 


—_ ——o 
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TABLE 11. - AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a 


(Revised Series 


(£) 
= noma 


PERIOD 
1954-55 TOO er OOo oe D9 le Toso | onl > ldo. 60 17.17 
1955-56 18.97 | 18.91 HOSAGH lee te Os 4a eaiy co 18.34 
1956-57 19.95] 19.81 17.42 | 18.34] 17.51 | 18.85 19523 
1957-58 2O.A8 1) 20634 fsbo 1 16.64 1) 10611 | 19.0) 19.73 
1958-59 OAV A 20696 1) One Wee 1o.2oy eiosst 19.56 20.34 
1959-60 BO 8a 22a7e te 19671 20.91 19.61 | 20.96 24493 
1960-61 24.06} 23.58] 20.79] 21.68] 20.77 | 21.66 22.98 
1961-62 BAA Ge a ela eXey | seems) jhe eeetesy (ah els oy )os (ee eteyi| 23.62 
1962-63 25081 25051  2eei0 Ne eeeon OD ea e2engS 24.23 
1954 - September Quarter ih XS aly Se, 15.451 16.63! 16.19 | 15.70 16.83 
December 18.32] 18.09] 16.30] 17.09} 16.40] 16.41 liv or 
1955 - March 16.74| 16.78] 14.61 Geet alo. 47 cleo lose 
June sisvavled le walts\yrlch mea llesl0le) Nera a/a Gian | mealera or 17.99 17.86 
September 18.62] 18.43] 16.29] 17.91 16.75 1] 17.18 18.00 
December 19,68) 192391 17206 | 18.3215 17.38 | 17.10 18.89 
1956 - March 18.21 NesOrv 1 5s O5 |e Iivece jae lloeGs fe tess 17.60 
June 19.38] 19.721] 16.90] 18.29] 16.99 | 18.90 18.86 
September 19.49) 19.571 17.760) 16.32) 47.69 | 18516 18.92 
December 20583 | 20657 GAG I esGO dig eos tr 1o.6 14 19.98 
1957 - March 19.14] 18.89] 16.45] 17.58| 17.01 18.48 18.39 
June 20 30n|eeeOe2 3) leet ieol 18.58| 17.73 |] 19.58 19.57 
September 2022 eon 1O eel ee eolmdoeGe |eeloedc nn 16535 19.54 
December AeA eile ote lGeOt fr toe4 one 16.51 toe og 20.64 
1958 - March TOG CUAE AVS aiaatcrey Ie asic et alasahoy ys sloth 18.74 
June AO isn!  2@laioii le chskacke | 1 isin Choy te salsih Sey |) 40a) 20.01 
September 20.94} 20.76] 18.53] 19.35| 18.62 | 18.96 20.19 
December EXEL PERE: 22-10 EMSA 20.09 19.09 20.0% 21.38 
1959 - March 19.97 | 19.71 pack ANS cee <u Alee ls aitshay es, 19.18 
June Pa aly 21.351 leer oe doeda 18.44 | 20.13 20.61 
September DOROAS| ace Ol 196101 20.60} 19.28 | 20.08 21.34 
December 22553 lueeoee 4 2OnsO0 Ie tal 2 HeneOs Ole eee meee 
1960 - March PTB Te eleoele.9O |e 20s36 noe 1o.c7 | 20. 34 210 
June DSeQO Nl eaeioo le cO.OAn mete be yeOs2O eee. ed 22.80 
September 23.668 | 2351 | 20.6851 21406 120.75 1) 20.96 22018 
December OG Neale deOon me don ce ee. CO mee Neco eee 1O 23.97 
| 
1961 - March DORON 22254) 192500) 20.99 | mies (a4 eles 21.92 
June DAE SO WS 2860 nel el O led e606 12.300 22.35 23.25 
September DAMIR Ie Food ee eC O Ulm ee. Oe eran 21.51 23.19 
December nt eevee) esa OL | Meee ley |) eee Se) ee eee eave 24.49 
1962 - March " PRG ee 2aede eon | ela e | ecO.bOulece.ce 22405 
June " 25.221 24.69] 21.88 | 22.85] 21.87 | 23.88 OAS 
September " DAvAG (eee Aa by eee tl 22 09 ee O4 ee. 44 eevee | 
December tt 26a Zoe oeeD le gee oul eagle 22.COml e2.o3 250 
1963 - March " DoIeOG mw Ols dT eOnOO eect lee leo ulmecees 23520 
June " DotA | 25e92 eee 3G 1 e3 700 | 122.50 Po 24.15 24.83 
September i" 2Ee sles eAO meee f eco eSoleseee uecoee4 24.65 


(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over- 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, etc. See explanatory notes on previous 
page. (b) Includes the Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northern 
Territory. 


NOTE: - Comparisons as to trend should be made for complete years or corresponding 
periods of incomplete years. Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal 
influences, 
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TABLE 12. - AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) : AUSTRALIA 


(Revised Series) 



















































1947-48 March Quarter 9.39 
1948-49 June JY 1Ose3 
1949-50 September " {O22 eee 
1950-51 December " 11.46 -< 
1951-52 
1952-53 March wy lea S.9, 
1953-54 June 12.89 
September " hess 
1947 - September Quarter 1504 December " 14.59 
December nt 8.06 
1952 - March as i sitsis: 
1948 - March TE June . Loco 
June " 8.28 September " 15.20 
September we Seo December " 16.25 
December 9.13 
1953 - March dy Ave 
1949 - March 8.39 June ue 15.84 
June tt 9.36 September " 116210 
September . eae’ December " 17.00 
December " 9.99 
1954 - March JM 15.59 
| June 16.62 


(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, 
overtime earnings, over-award and bonus payments, etc. See explanatory notes on 

page 13. 

NOTE: - Comparisons as to trend should be made for complete years or corresponding 


periods of incomplete years. Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal 
influences. : 


J. P. O'NEILL 
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTIC IAN 


ee a 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 19TH FEBRUARY, 1964. 


NOTE:- Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
41971, Extension 7,or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 
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